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l. The Bulgarian Government has promulgated a new law wlich, in its brutality,
surpasses anything known 1in histary. @his low proclaims as traitors »
sub jJect automatically to tha death gentence, ‘all escapees end refugees who
subsequently refuse a "requsst® of the Government to return to Bulgaria,
Traltors, according to the new Bulgarian lawv, include. all those who leave, or have
left, , Bulgarianm territory with cr without permission of the authorities,
NG time limit has been specified, which means that even those who left
under the Moparchy can be included.

2. Any Bulgarian outside cf the country who receives a request to return %o
Bulgaria, and refuses to do £0, thsreby commits a crime against the Govern-
ment for which he and all his relatives and Priends in Bulgaria can be sub-
Ject2d to severe punisbment, Everyons who mey have knowledge of arn escapee's
"craminal intentions"; nis relatives and friends, bdbut have "falled to
denounce him te the authorities" will be senienced to imprisonment for five
to ten years. Th2 law further states that the remaining members of the
family, even though they may hav: nething in common with +he sscapes,
will be deprived of their c¢ivil rights, their property will be confiscated and they
will be sent to "labor-zducationsl works" » [crced labor campse

3. This scandalous and barbaric decrez of the Bulgarian Government is a
triel ballocn. Many timss 1n the past, Bulgaris has enacted laws which
vere later adcpted by the cther Shtellite ccuatries. If the West does
nut lodge a strcog protest ageiunst this unprecedsnted dscree setting up
collective responsibility din its mest borrible form, then, in the near
future, similer decreez will he promulgated in Poland, Czechoslovakia,
Rumania and Hungary. .
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